[Evaluating the influence of hospital size on respiratory health care efficiency in Andalusia].
To analyze the influence of hospital size on efficient delivery of health care to patients admitted with respiratory problems in Andalusia (Spain). From the minimal data base of all public hospital releases from Andalusia for 1994 and 1995, we identified patients whose main diagnosis involved respiratory complaints as shown by diagnosis-related grouper AP-DRG-10.0, excluding patients aged under 15 years. A functional index for each hospital was calculated to estimate hospital efficiency; a case-mix index was used to express the complexity of cases attended. 1) The case-mix indexes of the hospitals studied were not significantly different. Functional indexes were positively related to hospital size. 1) In Andalusia, case complexity does not increase with the size of public hospital. 2) Larger hospital size led to decreased efficiency in caring for respiratory patients in the population and period under study.